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The Apostolical Miracles. 


BY MARK HOPKINS. 
The objects of miracles are two. 


above nature, and who has control over it. 
Inthemselves miracles may be of small ac- 
count. Relatively it is of little importance 
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These being the objects of miracles, it is ob-| We now come to the time of the apostles, 
vious that they would be especially needed at And here, I think, we must see that nothing 
the opening of a new dispensation; and also short of miracles wrought by them could have 
that they would need to correspond with the substantiated their claim before the Jews to 
nature and object of that dispensation. And be true witnesses of the resurrection of one 
so we find them. whom they had crucified between two thieves, 

At the opening of the Jewish dispensation, |and over whose tomb they had set a watch. 
when a nation was to be organized, and a new | Here were a few uneducated, friendless, timid 
order of worship, elaborate, typical, burden-!Galileans, whose hopes had been utterly 
some, and one that was to endure for genera-'crushed, and miraculous power was not less 
tions, was to be established, we find miracles | needed to strengthen them in facing the whole 
flaming out as a bright constellation in the|power of the Sanhedrin in the hour of its 
historical sky. We find them conspicuous, |seeming triumph, and to give effect to their 


greatly varied, long continued, addressing 
themselves unmistakably to the senses of the 


its very existence. The whole nation passed 
through the sea, drank of the water that came 
from the rock, ate of the manna, and followed 
the pillar of cloud and of fire. Respecting 


words, than it had been to draw attention to 
Christ in his humble guise. This, accordingly, 


The first| whole nation, and made the turning points of| was the period of the apostolic miracles. Not 
jsto show the existence of a personal God) 


only did the apostles at that time “with great 
ower give witness of the resurection of the 
ord Jesus,” but we are told that by “their 
hands were many signs and wonders wrought 


whether a blind beggar shall have his sight|these they could not have been deceived, and |among the people, insomuch that they brought 
restored. The restoration of sight, therefore, |if they had not occurred, the record of them forth the sick into the streets, and laid them 
bya miracle, may be as nothing compared |could not have been credited by the very gen-|on beds and couches, that, at the least, the 


with those great processes of nature by which 
so many millions constantly enjoy perfect 
vision, and yet, as revealing a personal God, 


eration which is appealed to as having seen 
them, or by any subsequent generation which 
did not see them. The miracles were sufficient 


shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow 
some of them.” 
By these frequent miracles, public and un- 


and showing that the whole order of uniform|but no more than sufficient to establish the|deniable, as the healing of the impotent man 


forces is flexible to his will, a miracle is of a 
higher order and significance than any natural 
event, however beneficent or stupendous. 

A system of invariable sequences, as in na- 
ture, moving on without regard to moral 
character, could never suggest the idea of a 
personal being lying back of them as their 
ground. If supposed to include human ac- 
tions, as it must to be universal, it would be 
equivalent to fate. It would preclude free- 


dom, accountability, revelation, and any re-|they were needed, and then they were 
ligi In some measure they were con- 
is just that which would be indispensable to/|tinued till the return of the Jews from their 


ligion worthy of the name. <A miracle alone 
bring personal beings immersed in a system 
ofmerely natural order, where prudence alone 
could find a sphere, into a dispensation where 


civil institutions of the Jews, and that peculiar 
form of ceremonial, sacrificial, and typical 
worship which was to continue till Christ 
should come. 

When the Israelites were fully settled in the 
promised land, and their institutions were es- 
tablished, miracles, in a great measure, ceased. 
After that, the appeal is constantly made in 
the. record to the miracles that had taken 
place. Still there were emergencies when 


wrought. 
captivity, and then, so far as we have evidence, 


they ceased till Christ came. 
We here find again, bursting upon us at 


there should be true freedom, and a law ofjonce, after a long period of their absence, an- 


righteousness. As thus essential in showing 
the existence of a personal God who has con- 
trol over nature, miracles, or direct inter- 


other constellation of miracles. As uniformly 
beneficent, these miracles were consonant 
with the spirit of the new dispensation; and 


course with God as equivalent to them, are|in their number and variety they seem to 
assumed in the Bible just as the being of|jhave been purposely adapted to show a con-|to. 


God is. 

_A second object of miracles is to show 
either that he who works them has himself 
direct control over the forces of nature, or, 
that he is the messenger and servant of Him 
who has such control. When Christ wrought 
miracles, he did it in his own name. To the 
Sea he said, as in his own right, “Peace, be 
still.” He said, “I will, be thou clean.” But 
when the apostles wrought miracles they did 
itin the name of another, and a miracle thus 
Wrought was conclusive proof that that other 

ad power over nature, and that they were 
his servants. Here was a vital distinction, so 
Vital that Moses was not permitted to enter 
the promised land because he did not suf- 


trol, not only over the elements and forces of 


in the temple, together with the special power 
of the Holy Spirit that accompanied the 
preaching of the apostles, Christianity gained 
a footing. Its great facts were established, 
an organization was formed for its perpetua- 
tion and extension. The position thus reached 
was analogous to that of the Israelites when 
they had gained the promised land ; and hence 
we might expect that miracles would cease in 
a measure from that point, as they did from 
the analogous point under the Old Testament 
dispensation. And so we findit. In the pro- 
gress of the gospel, as we recede from Jerusa- 
lem, and especially as we recede in time from 
the resurrection of Christ, we find the number 
of miracles decrease. Of miracles among the 
Gentiles the accounts are few. They were 
less adapted to them than to the Jews who 
sought after a sign. We hear nothing of 
them at Athens, or at Rome; and in the Epis- 
tle to the Romans they are scarcely referred 


Having, then, aided in establishing an or- 


nature and over every form of disease, but, as| ganized Christianity, what further place could 
had never been done before, over the spirits|miracles have in accomplishing its great end? 
of the invisible world, and over death itself.|That end is not to prolong life indefinitely by 
These miracles wrought, as has been said, by|healing diseases, it is not to excite wonder, 
Christ in his own name, were sufficient, to|or to detract from the value of industry under 
substantiate his claims. To them he himself|fixed laws. It is not to gather multitudes 


appealed. “If I do not the works of my 
Father, believe me not. But if I do, though 
ye believe not me, believe the works; that ye 
may know and believe that the Father is in 
me,and I in Him.” Thus were the miracles 
intended and adapted to bear witness to Him 
who came out from God to give life to the 
world, and who was himself, in his miraculous 
birth, and sinless life, and teachings, and 


and lead them to shrines in expectation of 
physical effects. Its object is moral and spir- 
itual. It is to save men from their sins. It is 
a moral transformation of them into the image 
of Christ. This no miracle bas any direct ten- 
dency to produce. When the Jews had seen 
the miracle of the resurrection of Lazarus, 
they immediately sought how they might put 
both Christ and Lazarus to death. As ad- 


ficiently honor God in the miracle of bring-|death, and resurrection, and ascension, the|dressed to the senses, a miracle has no more 


ing water out of the rock. 


greatest miracle of all. 


power to produce a moral transformation 
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than the rising of one from the dead would| For “The Friend.” |to have been written by a truly 


bave had to persuade those brethren of the |Totters and Memoranda of William Scattergood. brother of his, also deceased, prefaces, ag gy 
rich man who would not be persuaded by 
Moses and the prophets. The following are selections from the let-| His parents were exemplary and yal 


This view of miracles the apostles had. It)ters and memoranda of William Scattergood,|members of the religious Society of Friends. 


appears thronghout their writings. Especial-|second son of Joseph and Ann Scattergood of|and earnestly concerned to bring up their. 


ly does it appear in the comparison of them Philadelphia; who was born in that city the|children in the nurture and admonition Of the 
by Paul with charity, or love. A man might|26th of 10th month, 1804; and deceased at} Lord. ie 
work them all, and yet be but as “sounding|Concordville, Delaware Co., Pennsylvania, on} William was of a cheerful disposition, ang 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” They felt that|/the 13th day of the 8th mo. 1857, in the 53rd|fond of the active pursuits and amusements 
the great end of miracles had been accom-|year of bis age. _ of childhood. “ 
plished, and that it was of comparatively little} These manuscripts—his correspondence and In the year 1816, when about twelve years 
moment whether they were continued or|diary—clearly represent their author to have of age, he was placed at Friends’ Boardj 
not. had strong natural powers of mind; which|School at Westtown. At this seminary, a 
[The above article, condensed from the S.| were gradually subjected and humbled by the] weil as those he had previously attended, hig 
S. Times, is interesting and valuable. But|leavening, transforming discipline of the grace|conduct and the progress he made in hig 
we think the statement, that nothing short of and cross of Christ; and thereby made sub-|studies were satisfactory to his teachers, The 
miracles could have substantiated the claim of|servient to the advocacy and exaltation of|care and concern of those who conducted the 
the apostles to be true witnesses to the re-)his kingdom in the earth, which consists “in| Boarding School, gave him a favorable opinion 
surrection, is not sufficiently guarded. That/righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy |of its usefulness ; and there is reason to belieyg 
the miraculuous cures effected by the apostles | Ghost.” WAGES that strong religious impressions were mad 
greatly aided their efforts in convincing the} It is said to be by many painful incisions|upon his mind while there, which were not 
people of the truth of Christianity, is abund-|that the eye is made single ; and if exercising | permitted to be wholly dissipated. 
antly evident from the Scripture records. But lessons in tribulation were permitted our] He was a dutiful and affectionate son. Hy 
then as now, the great agency by which con- | friend, as opened out in these essays, this is|sought the advice of his concerned parents 
version is effected, is the Spirit of Christ op-'no more than is promised by the inspired!an important matter even when quite you 
erating on the heart of man. The power of apostle in that, “We must through much jand yielded to their control with a readiness 
this Spirit, which accompanied the apostles’ tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” | which manifested that he was early convineed 
words, carried conviction to their hearers; These, also, Paul gloried in; “knowing,” asithat it was bis duty to honor them by obedi 
and we doubt not would have been effectual he continues, “that tribulation worketh pa-!ence to their commands. 
in spreading Christianity in the earth, even if tience ; and patience, experience; and experi-|_ Upon his return from Westtown in 1818, 
in the Divine counsels it had not been at-'ence, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed ;'he began the study of the Latin lan 
tended with the working of any outward because the love of God is shed abroad in our in order to qualify himself for learning ie 
and visible miracles. The same Divine Power bearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given apothecary business; in which, after due con. 
which performs miracles and brings convic- unto us.” There is no doubt that tribulations, sideration and consultation, he had concluded 
tion to the heart through their agency, is able when patiently abode under, serve tochasten to engage. The next year he was appren 
to produce that conviction immediately with- and to purify ; and, withal, to prepare the soul ticed to his relative, William Evans, to ae 
out their intervention. more diligently to heed the requisitions of the quire a knowledge of that business; with 
Nor do we believe that such an extension Saviour’s will. whom he remained until he was 21 years of 
of this power, as may truly be regarded as) In view of this pilgrimage journey, whether age. He performed the duties of his station 
miraculous, is altogether withdrawn from the in respect to its vicissitudes, its humilia-|with fidelity to his employer; and his agree. 
Church at this day, though we have little tions, its crosses, its sore afflictions, the lesson, able manners and conscientious deportment, 
confidence in some of the pretended evidences through and over all, cannot be too strongly accompanied with a knowledge of bis busi- 
of its exercise, that have been brought to pub- impressed, that that grace, which made the ness, secured to him the respect and attach 
lic notice of latter times. The spirit of pro- apostle Paul what he became—“ strong in the ment of many Friends and others. He was 
phecy at times still rests on the living members Lord and in the power of his might”—is suffi- fond of intelligent society, and of literary 
of the Church, and would it not more conspic- cient for each one of us, as, like him, we yield pursuits; and his reading was generally very 
uously do so, if the communion of these with our hearts to its justifying, teaching, saving, select. 
their Holy Head was more close and abiding? and regenerating power. In proof of the! In the early part of the year 1822, he was 
—Ep.] same, moreover, how are we compassed about brought under renewed religious exercise; 
with a great cloud of witnesses, all bearing and yielding to the serious impressions made 
I observe the first settlers in new countries testimony to the efficacy and sufficiency of,upon his mind, he became dissatisfied with 
are generally people in low circumstances; the unspeakable gift of establishing grace|some things in which he had too freely ip 
and they have many difficulties and bardships| which came by Jesus Christ ; and will ever/dulged; and among these, declined the com 
to encounter. When amongst them, I have remain effectual for the salvation of all, who|pany of some associates whose society wi 
often felt great tenderness towards them.|are willing to yield themselves to it as the{no longer congenial to him. In a lettertos 
Their fare being every way hard, they are low | apostle did, who declares: “ Unto every one of|relation with whom he corresponded with 
and poor and feel themselves so; some of them |ys is given grace according to the measure of|much freedom at this period, he, under date 
have large families about them to provide for,|the gift of Christ :” while to this same power |of 5th mo. 11th, 1822, says: “I am endeavr 
and little to do it with. Many of them feel|from on high he commends the elders of\ing to become entirely indifferent to evéy 
humbled under the trials of their situation ; Ephesus, as that which is able to build them|thing that is not substantially useful. How 
and I have found their minds more tender up, and to give them an inheritance among|I shall succeed, time alone can prove. 
and open to receive the truths of the gospel, | all them which are sanctified. that I wish to discard every thing but whit 
than those in old settled places.—Selected. | As has been said, and as the sequel of this|immediately relates to religious pursuits, tit 
te autobiography will prove, Wm. Scattergood|to put aside every thing that is merely mel 














“ When art thou quiet ?”—It is told of Claus 
Harms, a great German preacher in the first 
half of our century, that he related to a 
Quaker how much daily he had tospeak. The 
Quaker listened; and when Harms had fin- 
ished his narration, he asked, “Brother 
Harms, if thou speakest ‘so much, when art 
thou quiet? and when doth the Spirit of God 
speak to thee?” Harms was so impressed 
that, from that time forward, he passed a cer- 
tain portion of each day in retirement, and 
from that time forward received a blessing 
from God upon his labors. 


bad much to endure calculated to humble and jfor speculation and trifling amusement, ai 
to instruct. And is it not in the school of|to read only such books as afford real aal 
baptism that any learn saving lessons, and|unmingled truth; which will revive wit 
from the depths of Jordan as of old, that|pleasing remembrance on the mind, and bt 
stones of memorial are brought up? It is be-}come a source of unfailing delight.” 
lieved that the baptism through which he} He was fond of epistolary intercourse, pat 
passed, like to “a refiner’s fire and to fuller’s|ticularly on religious subjects. It is noe 
soap,” had the precious effect, in measure, to| worthy that he seldom alludes in his letter 
“purge him as gold and silver,” in order that|to the passing events of the day, even to thow 
his offerings might be pleasant unto the Lord,|he was accustomed to write with great fret 
even offerings in righteousness. dom. The subject he felt to be, and which 
A concise testimony, principally relating to|should be of the first importance to all, was# 
his early years and experience, and believed|theme he loved to dwell upon. To 








joined, W. S.’s letters and memoranda, + 
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whose religious experience qualified them to For “ The Friend.” | Vanity, and suffer and die with Christ, and 


sym athize with him, and afford him counsel Simplicity. arise with Him, and have Him to rule over 


and help, he freely imparted his religious ex-|_ When man walks in the Light as God is them, and so be partakers with Him in his 
ercises, the pressure of which at times appears] Light, and is in simplicity before his God, kingdom—become joint beirs with Christ. 

tohave been almost overwhelming. The deep|then he knows and feels the divine life in him. 
baptisms he was permitted to pass through, |The thoughts and affections are in union with 


The outward knowledge of Christ and bis 
work for mankind, may give a sort of satis- 


some of which he ascribes to his unfaithful-|God. In simplicity of walking in the Light faction to the outwardly directed mind, when 


ness, are instructive to survivors. They doubt-| of the Redeemer is acceptance of the divine supported by imaginations, and stirred up by 
Jess were to himself, enabling him to enter| kingdom, hid from the prudent and wise, but the carnal feelings and affections. But this 
more fully into sympathy with those who|revealed unto babes. The eye is single, and|#™N0t save the soul, unless man walks in the 


were assailed with similar feelings ; to some} gjj js light in the child of Light. There are Light. 


of whom he was at times qualified to afford) no questioning and no wonderings after secret Consider the effects of music, that now- 





jmportant counsel and help. things, because all things are made manifest a-days seems to form a large part of the wor- 
(To be continued.) in the Light to the soul which liveth of every ship of some. Look, for instance, at a troop 

Sl ; word which proceedeth out of the mouth of|/°f horsemen coming along with music, and 

Religious Conversation. God, and cake on the tree of life. For the| ¥¢ Will see its effects on both men and horses. 


I believe both that the proposition is true, child of Light, living in simplicity in oneness See how proud the men look and how proudly 
and that it is expedient to set it down, that) with Christ, there is no desire after that the horses advance! And who can deny that 
religious conversation is one of the banes of| knowledge which is not revealed by the Light,| there is a great effect on the natural feelings 
the religious world. There are many who|Grace and Spirit, coming from God. Many from music? Think of a _ battle-field—the 
are really attached to religion, and who some-| seeking souls have commenced to serve God|8teat music—fire—rattling of guns—cryings 
times feel its power, but who allow thcir|in the Spirit, but have ended in the flesh ; be- and wailings of dying and wounded—blood 
better feelings to evaporate in an ebullition of| cause they did not submit in simplicity to the and carnage,—there is wholesale murder and 
words. They forget how much religion is an|all-truth-revealing Light ; and would not sub- music! None can deny that music has a great 
affair of the mind, and how little of the tongue ;| mit to the thoroughly purifying and chaff-|POWer to raise the passions of the actors in 
they forget how possible it is to live under its] destroying, fiery baptisms of Christ, the great that terrible drama! ; 
power without talking of it to their friends;| and true baptiser of his people ; and because}. But since 2 man must retire and sink deep 
and some, it is to be feared, may forget how|they lusted after an outward knowledge, into his own soul to find the precious pear! of 
possible it is to talk without feeling its influ-| which was not from the Spirit, and so being salvation, and have communion with God and 
ence. Not that the good man’s piety is to|turned from the simplicity in Christ have bear his voice; how greatly injurious is it to 
live in his breast like an anchorite in his cell.| built on a sandy foundation. use the exciting sounds of music, which draw 
The evil does not consist in speaking of re-| When the soul in simplicity of Light draws the attention from the inward power and 
ligion, but in speaking too much ; not in mani-| near to God in perfect faith and submission | Light of God in man, to the outward feelings? 
festing our allegiance to God ; not in encour-|to Him and his will, then is known the super- The many hymns and songs used by outward 
aging by exhortation, and amending by our| natural unity with God, and the true peace! Professors hinder them from coming to the 
advice ; not in placing the light upon a candle-| which the world and worldly religion cannot| tue knowledge of God, by stirring up the re- 
stick—but in making religion a common topic) give, and the spiritual eyes bebold the ever.| /igious passions of men, and drawing them off 
of discourse. Of all species of well-intended| lasting glorious kingdom of God in righteous-| ftom the true Life. Men beguiled by the ser- 
religious conversation, that perhaps is the| ness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,—seeing| P©"* have departed from simplicity in Christ! 
most exceptionable which consists in narra-| what natural eyes have not seen,—and bear- CHARLES SHIELDSTREAM. 
ting our own religious feelings. Many tbhus|ing what natural ears have not heard,—and tena . 
intrude upon tbat religious quietude which is} realizing supernatural things which never en- Two Pictures from Heine. 
ee favorable to the Christian character. | tered into the natural mind of man,—and tast-| In 1826, in Germany, Heine, in bis full con- 

he habit of communicating “ experiences” I\ing the blessings of divine life prepared for|sciousness of strength, drew a picture of what 
believe to be very prejudicial to the mind. It)those who truly love God. his old age should be, and how he would sing 
may sometimes be right to do this; in the} In simplicity of the Light of Christ, God is| his dying song: 
se majotity of instances I believe it is not/all and everything to the obedient soul. And| “At last, the day will come when the fervor 

eneficial, and not right. Men thus dissipate|as God is Light, and in Him there is no dark-|in my veins is extinguished, when Winter 
religious impressions, and therefore diminish| ness at all, so in the Light of Christ there is|reigns in my heart and bis white flakes fall 
their effects. Such observation as I have|no darkness for the soul—the darkness is|but sparingly on mine head, and his mist is 
been enabled to make, has sufficed to con-|swallowed up by the immeasurable ocean ofjas a veil before my eyes. The old names 
vince me that, where the religious character) Light flowing from the Father of Light.|have died away, and I myself am beard no 
is solid, there is but little religious talk ; and| There is a living in the paradise of God or} more ; honored still perhaps by few, by many 
that, where there is much talk, the religious} heaven, inward, which is righteousness, peace) despised, and loved by none. And boys with 
character is superficial, and like other super-|and joy; and nothing can burt a soul whose] rosy cheeks come to me, and put the old harp 
ficial things, is easily destroyed. And if these] calling and election is made sure. in my trembling hand, and laughingly say: 
be the attendants, and in part the consequences} In the Light of Christ we therefore possess|‘Thou hast long been silent, thou lazy grey- 
of general religious conversation, how pecu-|our salvation, having passed through the|beard, sing us again songs of the dreams of 
liarly dangerous must that conversation be,| ministration of condemnation, and realizing|thy youth.’ 

which exposes those impressions that perhaps} the blood of the immaculate Lamb to sprinkle} “Then I take the harp, and the old joys 
were designed exclusively for ourselves, and|our consciences from dead works, to serve|and sorrows awake, the mists dissolve, tears 
the use of which may be frustrated by com-|God in the newness of life. All is seen and|bloom again from my dead eyes, there is 
Municating them to others. Our solicitude| judged by the Light, and access given to God| spring again in my heart, tears of sweet regret 
should be directed to the invigoration of the} and life, and resurrection obtained. tremble in the strings of my harp; I see once 
religious character in our own minds; and we| But without the Light is darkness. If the{more the blue river, and the marble palaces, 
should be anxious that the plant of piety, if' Light is rejected, and man feeds on the tree/and the fair faces of women and maidens, and 
it had fewer branches might have a deeper|of knowledge, or the outward history of|I sing a song of the flowers of Brenta. 











root.— Dymond Essays. Christ and his blood, it bas no efficacy to save| “It willbe my last lay. The stars will gaze 
——— from sin, without the Light. upon me as in the nights of my youth, the 


1793. I am often deeply pained on account| Men may believe that Alexander the Great|enamored moonlight kisses once more my 
ofa superficial ministry among us. True and|conquered several kingdoms, but it will not|cheeks, the spirit choirs of dead nightingales 
living silence is too little known in many of] benefit them anything,—even if they seriously |are heard in the distance, my eyes close them- 
our religious meetings. Sometimes when|believed that he conquered these kingdoms|selves in the intoxication of sleep, my soul 
there seems to be something solid and weighty|for them, because they are not Alexander’s|dies away like the music of my harp,—there 
settling over a meeting, up starts one and an-| heirs, officers or soldiers,—and just so, men|is a perfume in the flowers of Brenta.” 


other, and away it goes, to the wounding of|have no benefit in believing in Christ and his} “A tree shall hang over my tombstone. I 
those who love to feel more than to hear. sufferings, if they do not follow his Light,|should prefer a palm; but this thrives notin 


H.J. |given them for antidote against sin and'the North. It shall be a linden, and lovers 
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shall sit there of a summer and caress. The 
greenfinch who listens and rocks himself in 
the branches is silent, and my linden sighs 
sadly above the heads of the happy ones, who 
are so happy that they find not time to read 
what is written upon the white headstone. 
But, afterwards, when the lover bas lost his 
beloved, be will come again to the well-remem- 
bered linden, and sigh, and weep, and look 
long and often at the headstone, where he 
will read the inscription, ‘He loved the flow- 
ers of Brenta.’” 

The years passed. Experience cured the 
poet of some of his vagaries. Illness seized 
upon his frame, and stretched him for eight 
years in perpetual pain. Not only did he see 
many things in a different light than that in 
which they had appeared in his younger days, 
but in the paralysis of bis body, his spirit at- 
tained a higber flight and sweetness. His 
“Hebrew melodies” he published in those last 
eight years; and in the preface of bis volumes 
of poems, he makes the following recantation, 
which may serve as a companion-picture to 
the one already given: 

“When we lie on our death-bed, we become 
very gentle and tender-hearted, and would 
willingly make peace with God and man. I 
confess I have scratched many, and bitten 
many, and been no lamb. But since I have 
stood in need of God’s mercy I have madea 
truce with all my foes; many beautiful poems, 
which were directed against very high and 
very low persons, are for that reason excluded 
from the present collection. Poems which 
contained in any degree personalities against 
Almighty God, I have committed to the 
flames with the zeal of fear. It is better that 


the verses should burn than the vesifier. Yes, | 


I have made peace with the Creator as well 
as with the creature, to the great displeasure 
of my enlightened friends, who reproach me 
for my relapse into the old superstition, as 
they are pleased to call my return to God. 
Otbers express themselves with still bitterer 
intolerance. Atheism’s convocation bas pro- 
nounced its anathema over me, and there are 
ceriain fanatical priests of unbelief who would 
willingly place me on the rack to make me 
renounce my heterodoxy. Happily, they 
have no instruments of torture at command 
except their writings. But I confess every- 
thing without torture. I have really returned 
to God, like the prodigal son, after feeding 
swine with the Hegelians for many years. 
The divine homesickness came upon me, and 
drove me forth, through woods and vales, over 
the dizziest mountain pathways of dialectic. 
On my way I found the God of the Panthbeists, 
but I could make nothing of him. This poor 
visionary creature is interwoven with and 
grown into the world. Indeed, he is almost 
imprisoned in it, and yawns at you, without 
voice, without power. To have will, one must 
have personality, and to manifest one’s self, 
one must have elbow room.—Jewish Messen- 
ger. 

Without holiness, without a heart thor- 
oughly purified from the stains of voluntary 
transgression, we may be assured that we 
shall not enter into the secrets of the most 
High » the hidden life will be hidden to us; 
and there will be many things in the Chris- 
tian’s privileges, more precious than rubies, 
which will never, in the present state of being, 





Selected for ‘‘ The Friend.” 


Spurious Ministry—Speaking Smooth Things. 

Wherever there is a fondness for speaking 
and hearing, there will be a danger that 
sound judgment will not be exercised, in “P. 
pressing forward, active persons, who would 
intrude themselves into this sacred office, (that 
of the ministry.) Hence a spurious ministry 
grows up, and the people love to have it so, 
rather than endure silence in our religious 
meetings. By this means, instead of being sea- 
sons of solemity, imparting spiritual strength, 
the mind is vacant, uneasy, and listless. Many 
seem to be very ignorant of the nature of re- 
ligious exercise ; and the practice of thus as- 
sembling, is in danger of becoming a mere 
form. If the habit of public speaking with- 
out life is promoted, a multitude of such 
preachers may be spread over the Society, 
ministering death; and leading the members 
away from the place of true waiting and feed- 
ing, into a restless desire after words; which 
will never build any on the most holy faith, 
nor strengthen them against one sin. Such 
find that speaking smooth things pleases their 
hearers, who will caress them for their fair 
speeches, and extol them as fine preachers; 
while the true minister, who cannot flinch 
from speaking the truth, will feel that his tes- 
timony is not relished, and a secret prejudice 
is indulged against him. But there are in 
almost every meeting, some painful travellers, 
who understand the language of the Spirit, 
and rejoice to find others speaking the same 
thing, and walking in the same tribulated 
path. These will salute each other as brethren 


and sisters, and rejoice in the fellowship of 


the gospel; and a secret satisfaction is felt 
in having been instrumental in visiting the 


\seed.—Journal of William Evans. 





Selected. 
WHERE THERE’S A WILL THERE’S A WAY. 


Though troubles perplex you, 
Dishearten and vex you, 
Retarding your progress in sombre array ; 
To shrink with terror 
Is surely an error, 
For where there’s a will there’s a way. 


The task may be teasing, 
The duty unpleasing, 
But he who confronts it will soon win the day ; 
Half the baitle is over 
When once we discover 
That where there’s a will there’s a way. 


Misfortunes uncounted 
Are often surmounted, 

If only we quit not the field in dismay ; 
Then once more endeavor, 
Remembering ever 

That where there’s a will there’s a way. 


THE DANDELION. 


My childhood’s earliest thoughts are linked with thee; 
The sight of thee calls back the robin’s song, 
Who, from the dark old tree 
Beside the door, sang clearly all day long, 
And I, secure in early piety, 
Listened as if I heard an angel sing 
With news from heaven, which he did bring 
Fresh every day to my untainted years, 
When birds and flowers and I were happy peers. 


Selected. 


How like a prodigal doth Nature seem, 
When thou, for all thy gold, so common art! 
Thou teachest me to deem 
More sacredly of every heart, 
Since each reflects in joy its scanty gleam 
Of heaven, and could some wondrous secret show, 
Did we but pay the love we owe, 
And with a child’s undoubting wisdom look 


come within the range of our experience.— |On all the living pages of God’s book. 


Upham. 


J. R. Lowell. 


THE CURE OF SORROW. 


Silence is no certain token 
That no certain grief is there; 

Sorrow which is never spoken 
Is the heaviest load to bear. 


Seldom can the heart be lonely 
If it seek a lonelier still, 
Self-forgetting, seeking only 
Brighter cups of love to fill. 


Fruitless will not be the labor, 
Evil to subdue with good ; 
Try to understand your neighbor, 
And you will be understood. 
Frances Ridley Havergal, 
Selected. 





THE HILLS. 


The hills! the hills! when we hear those words, we feel 
the joyous breeze 

Sweep past us on its free, wild way, like the sound of 
stormy seas ; 

We tread once more with blithesome step o’er the airy’ 
peaks and dells, 

Where fresh green moss like a velvet robe of rarest 
beauty swells; 

Again we see the gorgeous furze in its dress of amber 


shine, 

With the glowing heath and bright sundew, and scented 
purple thyme ; 

And the rich pine-odors float around, as in pleasant 
days of old, 

When we deemed, at sunset’s lovely time, each stem 
was a shaft of gold. 


The hills! the hills! what painter’s hand can show the 
varied shades 

That flit o’er their streams, and glens, and knolls, and 
dewy fern-clad glades ? 

Each changing hue o’er their kingly brows like a 
jewelled gift is cast, 

As if some wondrous pageantry in glittering state swept 


ast. 

There are colors like the fading eve, the pomp of morn- 
ing light, 

And the solemn gloom of purple skies in the still; 
majestic night! 

And the sounds from their green solitudes, how wild 
and glad they seem— 

Clear bird-notes, and the hum of bees, and laugh of 
many a stream! 


The hills! the hills! from their lofty heights what 
radiant scenes we see— 

Fair sheltered valleys, fertile plains, and the far-off 
gleaming sea ; 

We look on fields of harvest-wealth with their bending 
ears of gold, 

On cities, hamlets, lordly halls, and shadowy forests 
old ; 

We see the ivied homesteads ’mid their mossy or 
chards lie, 

With the blue smoke rising merrily to the clear o’er- 
arching sky : 

And amid their low and daisied crofts, by sunlit pas 
tures green, 

And beneath the shade of bending trees white cottage 
dwellings gleam! 


The hills! the hills! they bring glad tales from the days 
of childhood back, 

When we marked the royal eagle’s flight, and trod the 
wild-deer track ; 

When we saw the storm-clouds gather, and the light 

nings flash on high, 

Or rw the glorious thunder-peals like anthems roll- 
ing b 


ing by. 

All beautiful they were to us, in sunlight and in gloom, 

And when the white mist floated o’er the glistening 
heather bloom : 

Oh! a world of magic loveliness our dreamy fancy filla, 

When we hear a young voice telling of the hills—the 
glad green hills! 





1792. 1st mo. 12th. Opened in the spring of 
life, in our Quarterly Meeting for worsbip; 
proceeded a little, but was suddenly and un- 
expectedly shut up, and sat down immedi- 
ately ; after which my soul rejoiced that my 
will was in subjection, and that I was sensi- 
ble I could do nothing of myself.—J. Scott. 
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For “ The Friend.” |those shadowy ventures, was, “ buying what ~~ read by each soldier as it passed. At the 
: +m ”|you don’t want from a man who hasn’t got|battle of Cunaxa, says Smith’s Dictionar 
“Such a Man has no Judgments Against Him. te.” and yet, according to the authoritative|the watchword was Stages the Saviour cal 
The above remark, which I have ventured |testimony of the statistician of the New York|Victory.” In each case this was a white 
to make the caption of this article, was spoken| Produce Exchange, “ninety per cent. of the|stone with a newname written which no man 
in my presence concerning a man of consider-/sales at the Produce Exchange were for future | knew, saving he that received it. The enemy 
able means, who, I believe, is a member of no|delivery.” How opposed to the truth is such|knew it not. 
religious society, and is one who is reputed to/ falsification, and such dealing upon utterly} Again, the white stone might be the tessera 
ss great business shrewdness. It being|wrong principles! And when one thus specu-|frumentaria. This was a “white stone” on 
lates in life’s necessities, making gain his god,jwhich a certain quantity of food or sum of 
can it be said of him, however prosperous as|money was specified, together with the name 
to the outward his affairs may seem to be,|of the giver; a name known only to him who 
that “such a man has no judgments against/received it. And on the presentation of this 
him ?” stone to the steward of the giver, whatever 
‘Contemplating this matter in its social and|was mentioned upon it, would be given in ex- 
national aspects, and witnessing so little of|change for the stone. It was not uncommon 
sorrow for, and of turning away from, this/|for a victor, riding to the capitol in his chariot, 
offence, on the part of the many participants, |to cause great numbers of these white stones 
one is led ardently to desire such a general|to be thrown to the crowd. One fortunate 
restoration to the way of financial rectitude|enough to secure one of them might read on 
as we have account in the book of Nehemiah. |it: “Ten pounds of meal,” or “Two bushels 
“ Also I shook my lap,” is the record of this|of corn,” or “Five loaves of bread;” and the 
earnestly-concerned gevernor, “and said, So|stone would entitle him to receive whatever 
God shake out every man from his house,|was named upon it. And the Saviour may 
and from his labor, that performeth not tbis|be conceived as giving to every sincere fol- 
promise; even thus be he shaken out, and|lower a white stone with his own name writ- 
emptied. And all the congregation said,|ten upon it; and upon the stone is pledged to 
Amen, and praised the Lord. And the peo-|the holder every needed blessing in this life 
ple did according to this promise.” and in the life to come an inheritance incor- 
Our beloved Society having been raised |ruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not away. 
up for the holy purpose of maintaining the; In ancient trials, before the Pretor at Rome, 
standard of pure and undefiled religion before|the judges who sat with him were furnished 
the people, let none of us, forgetful of our higb|each with a white and a black stone. At the 
commission, waste time and energies in simply | conclusion of the pleadings on either side, pro- 
heaping up dollars for the sake of accumu-|clamation of this fact was made, and then the 
lation, or for self-satisfaction and love of ease, |judges deposited in the urn the black stone if 
or for family pride and aggrandizement, lest|he voted for condemnation, or the white stone 
gradually there be witnessed that pitiful trans-|if he voted for acquittal. If those for acquittal 
formation from the precious and heavenly to|were in the majority, the Praetor announced 
the vile and earthy which was the burden of|the result, and it was said of the liberated man, 
the prophet’s pathetic lamentation, “ How is|‘ He bas the white stone.” 
the gold become dim! how is the most fine} The tessera hospitalis, however, seems most 
gold changed! * * The precious sons of|fully to meet the conditions of the case. In 
Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they|ancient times, when travel was rare and 
esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the|strangers few, hospitality took the form of an 
hands of the potter !” J.W.L. |institution.” In the houses of the more 
wealthy a separate part of the house, with an 
7 ° entrance of its own, was set apart especiall 
The White Storie. for stranger guests. We may Tcealen a city 
BY W. P. BREED. zen of Athens to encounter in the street a ven- 
The “white stone” played a singularly va-/erable or comely looking stranger from Mile- 
ried and curious part in ancient life. Among|tus. He invites him to his home. They be- 
the Seythians this custom is said to have ex-}come acquainted and, it may be, warmly at- 
isted! The thoughtful man, at the close of|tached to each other. When the time arrives 
the day, would question himself as to his con-|for the stranger to depart, the host brings out 
duct and thoughts since he left his bed in the|a small white stone of marble or alabaster, 
morning, and, if the verdict was favorable, he|oblong in shape, and on it each one writes his 
would go to the urn kept for the purpose and|name, one on one end and the other on the 
drop into it a white stone; if unfavorable, ajother. The stone is then broken in two, the 
black stone. Then, at the close of a longer|host retaining the part on which the name of 
or shorter period, by comparing the number |the guest 1s written, and the guest the part on 
of white and black stones in the urn, he could} which is written the name of the host. They 
see how his account stood with himself. This|separate, each possessing a white stone with 
custom suggests a good lesson on the passage |a new name written, which no one knoweth 
in Rev. ii. 17, where we read: “To him that/|saving he that receiveth it. And now, not 
overcometh will I give a white stone.” If, at/only these two persons, but their families and 
the end of life’s day, Jesus give us, what else|their posterity are bound by laws of hospitali- 
we could not have, a white stone for the urn,|ty which it is infamous to break. 
it were the same as his saying, “Well done,| Years roll by, and at length (say) a grand- 
good and faithful servant.” son of the Athenian sets out for a voyage to 
tion and warning for this generation, in the} Or the white stone might be the tessera mil-|Miletus. Before his departure he will exam- 
evidence lately produced before the Legisla-|itaris. This was a white stone—it might be|ine the contents of the tessera box for a stone 
tive Committee of Inquiry, of the State of|of earthenware, or marble, or alabaster, or|having on it the name of some citizen of the 
New York, relative to stock and merchandize| hard mined material of almost any kind—used|city to which he goes, and he finds the one de- 
speculation, and especially concerning the|to convey the watchword of the day when an/|posited there so many yearsago. On the voy- 
originating and dealing in what are styled|army was on the eve of battle. Upon it the'age he is shipwrecked, and reaches Miletus 
“corners” and “futures.” The definition of] watchword was engraved, and the stone was|destitute of all but his tessera. He inquires 
the latter, as stated by a notorious operator in|passed from hand to hand along the ranks,'for and finds the family of the one named on 
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Mesirable that I should be apprised of the 
‘pecuniary standing of this person, some in- 
stances of his aptness for profitable dealing 
and what might be called “sharp practice,” 
were given, my informant’s summary of opin- 
jon respecting his solvency being, that “Such 
aman bas no judgmentsagainst him.” Never- 
theless, I could but reflect, respecting him, 
that whilst all the court-records would ex- 
pibit clear searcbes as to any adverse liens or 
judgments, there was a possibility (without 
essaying any harsh estimate) that riches too 
shrewdly acquired might deprive their pos- 
sessor of blessings in this life, and likewise 
raise a judgment of condemnation, altogether 
irremovable, at the bar of that awful tribu- 
pal at which all must appear. 

It is written that “ the blessing of the Lord, 
it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with 
it’ Therefore it is that the man of business 
who possesseth the wisdom that is from above, 
whilst not neglectful of the injunction to be 
“diligent,” will find himself controlled by an 
inward check or limitation, instructing him 
not so to amass worldly substance as that it 
becomes that sore evil under the sun, which 
was seen by the Preacher, “namely, riches 
kept for the owners thereof to their hurt,” 
and to the hurt of their precious offspring. 
For we know that “ he that trusteth in riches 
shall full;’ but, it is also added, “the right- 
eous shall flourish as a branch.” Hence, 
when these have been given to know that 
they possess a sufficient estate, they will not 
continue adding each recurring years’ in- 
come to the principal, but will diligently look 
around them and consider how they may 
further serve the Lord with their substance— 
in what manner they may most wisely apply 
“the silver and the gold,” which, He says, 
“are mine.” These desire to be preserved 
from any approach to the miserable end of 
that man of whom it was lately related that 
he had declared he would not be separated 
from his wealth, and that he died clutching 
the keys of his money-cbests in his hands. 

The curse which accompanies the pursuit 
of riches for their own sake, was perhaps 
never more strikingly and speedily illustrated 
than in the case of that well-known “ merchant 
prince” of a neighboring city, who died a few 
years ago the possessor of millions, and whose 
great mercantile and other enterprizes have 
even now mostly come to naught. His poor 
remains stolen from their place of sepulture, 
the costly cathedral-mausoleum intended to 
perpetuate his name, will scarcely be the 
place—with its ornate furnishing and elabo- 
rate services—where the aching burdens of 
the children of men will be lifted. 

There seemed to be a great deal of instruc- 
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it, and claims the rites of hospitality. When|He who created the cause is able to care for|and imprisonment during the Royal ple ak 
asked upon what grounds be makes this claim |it, to keep it and promote it! And if we de-| Nor could they do anything more than re 


he produces the tessera. The family examine|sire to help it we must endeavor in our daily their own protest by this refusal, for 
their tessera box, and find a white stone, 


4. 
cq 
3 

4 


which, being fitted to the one brought by the 
stranger, shows indubitably that it was once 
a part of the same whole. The stranger is 
now admitted, and treated as an old friend of 
the household—a very comfortable termina- 
tion of the disastrous voyage. 

Let every church member examine himself, 
and see to it that the stone in his possession 
is genuine, and not a mere fancy, deceptive 
and illusory. 











For “ The Friend.” 
The Beauty of Holiness. 

Occasionally we see people whose lives 
show very conspicuously the loveliness and 
sweetness that Divine Grace can produce in 
the human character. How such people at- 
tract us, not only to themselves but to that 
which has produced these effects in them! That 
it is Divine Grace which produces this love- 
liness of character we cannot doubt, as none 
have the fruits of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness and temperance — without they 
have yielded to that power which alone can 
produce such fruits. | 

In reflecting on this subject, I have thought 
how important it is that those who profess 
the Christian religion should, by their lives, 
show what it can and will do for those who 
yield wholly to its influence. Weare creatures 
of influence; whether we will or not, we can- 
not help being influenced by or influencing! 
those around us; and if we do not show in| 
our lives the fruits of the Spirit, we will burt 
the cause of Christianity. There are many 
people who would gladly promote the cause 
of Truth, and yet binder its spread by not 
exemplifying in themselves and by their lives, 
what it has done for them. True, we are all 
human, subject to the weaknesses and temp- 
tations flesh is heir to, but if those who make 
a profession of religion, instead of being loving, 
joyful, peaceful, gentle, meek and temperate, 
are fault-finding, contentious, unhappy and 
rade, will they not be likely to repel, rather 
than to draw, those with whom they come in 
contact, to the source of real happiness? I 
believe there are many in our own beloved 
Society, many good people whose earnest de- 
sire is not only to secure their own eternal 
peace, but to draw others to the Fountain of 
living water, whodo not sufficiently show forth | 
in their lives “ The Beauty of Holiness.” Not| 
only in public, but in the domestic life of every | 
follower of the meek and lowly Jesus, should! 
the Christian graces shine with brightness; 
and they who in their daily life, no matter 
how retired, it may even be in the seclusion 
of a sick chamber, show the meekness, pa- 
tience, gentleness and love that abide in the 
heart of a Christian, will have a great influ- 
ence ; an influence that will not be confined to 
the narrow limits the suffering body is con- 
fined to, but it will go out into the great world, 
causing many, perhaps, to seek for that which 
can bring such happiness and contentment to 
the suffering and afflicted. 

Doubtless the zealous, tender-spirited Chris- 
tian sees much around him in the world to 
grieve him; and many dispositions have a 
tendency to yield to discouragements; but 
should we not strive to not allow these to 
dwell with us too much, remembering that 





and hourly walk, to show that the ways of|Crown has the right to appoint by letters 
holiness, like those of wisdom, are “ ways of|patent twelve days 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.” 


au. 





For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
Sportsmen. 


Would that those who are given to the 


sport (so-called) of shooting, often of wound- 
ing, and taking the life of birds and other 
animals—* dumb, but yet endued with elo-| 
quence that agonies inspire’—might be ini-! 


bued with more of the tender Christian spirit 


of Thomas C. Upham, as represented in the| 
following paragraph from his “ Letters—#s- 
thetic, Social, and Moral :’— 


“Travellers on the Nile frequently go ashore 
for the purpose of shooting. The sound o 
their guns was not pleasing to me. It seemed 
to me to be cruel. I cannot see the good sense, 
the humanity, or the religion, of taking away 
that life which God alone can give, for the 
gratification of a useless and momentary plea- 
sure.* Hearing a gun one day, I looked up 
and saw a dove winging its way heavily 
towards the boat. Its slow, irregular motion 
attracted my attention. The blood dropped 
from its breast. It struggled, but still de- 
scended neurer and nearer to the water. Its 
strength failed. Its white plumage sank in 
the dark wave. Near Minich a wounded 
eagle fell by the side of the boat, and was 
taken on the deck, and died. That dark 
struggling wing, now feeble in death, had 
power to climb the mountains. As the light 
faded from his dying eye, he seemed to utter 
a reproach, and to say that to destroy him 
thus was unworthy of man. I am not ashamed 
to say that [ wept.” 





For “‘ The Friend.”’ 
Religious Items, &c. 


Election of the Archbishop of Canterbury.— 
The London correspondent of the Tribune in 
commenting on the election of Dr. Benson as 
Archbishop of Canterbury, quotes the caustic 
description of the process given long ago by 
Emerson.— 

“The modes of initiation are more damag- 
ing than custom house oaths. The Bishop is 
elected by the Dean and Prebends of the ca- 
thedral. The Queen sends these gentlemen a 
congé d élire, or leave to elect; but also sends 
them the name of the person whom they are 
to elect. They go into the cathedral, chant 
and pray, and bescech the Holy Ghost to as- 
sist them in their choice; and, after these in- 


vocations, invariably find that the dictates of 


the Holy Ghost agree with the recommenda- 
tions of the Queen.” 

In early times, the right of choice rested, 
we suppose, with the Dean and Prebends. 
But Henry VIII. made the recommendation 
of the Crown obligatory upon the Chapter. 
The old forms were retained, but the substan- 
tial part was changed. If the Chapter should 
now refuse to elect the person signified in the 
licence, the canons would be liable to outlawry 





* No doubt there was a clear distinction maintained 
in the mind of T. C. U., between the act of the sports- 
man who destroyed the life of animals for his pastime 
or mere amusement—which a Christian poet has termed 
“ Detested sport”’—and such as used the gun to procure, 
in this way, food for the support of themselves, their 
friends, or their families. 


after the refusal of the 

Chapter. ts 

Before any one can really become Argh 

bishop he has to be: 1, nominated ; 2, elected: 

3, confirmed; 4, enthroned. The nomination, 
which practically makes him in the 


opin . 
of the public the second head of the Chea 


(the Queen being first,) leaves him where he 
was. Election does not seem much to improye 
his position. Confirmation confers upon bim 
spiritual prerogatives. Enthronization gives 
him a right to bis pay and completes the cere. 
monies by which he becomes fully entitled to 
perform archiepiscopal functions. 
Probability of Life to Total Abstainers and 
‘Moderate Drinkers.—The law of averages, ag 
exhibited in the experience of life assuraneg 
\companies during the last forty years, hag 
\triumphantly justified the temperance prinei- 
ple of total abstinence. Among serious and 
\thorougbly well-informed persons debate ig 
,over on this matter. When 1 was in London, 
I took much pains to ascertain exactly the 
facts as to the experience of British life assur- 
‘ance societies in making a distinction between 
moderate drinkers and total abstainers. For 


| 
i 
| 


life assurance societies of England have in- 
sured moderate drinkers and total abstainers 
in separate sections, and a bonus has been paid 
to the sections made up of total abstainers of 
seven, thirteen, seventeen, and in some cases 
of twenty-three per cent. over that paid to 
the section of moderate drinkers.—Jos. Cook. 

Unselfish training —In many of the First- 
‘day schools connected with the Reformed 
Episcopal Body, an effort has been made to 
teach the children that “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” For three years past, 
one of the largest of these schools has as the 
Christmas season approached, referred the 
matter to the unbiased decision of the pupils, 
whether the old custom should be followed, 
of a Christmas tree loaded with presents to 
the scholars, or whether the children should 
themselves contribute to the aid and comfort 
of poor children. 

Each year they have settled the matter in 
favor of giving rather than receiving, and the 
sum contributed in a single instance by this 
school of between six and seven hundred chil 
amounted to fifteen hundred dollars. 

















For ‘* The Friend.” 
Natural History, Science, &c. 


Tin in Alabama.—It is reported that valu- 
able deposits of tin-bearing rocks have been 
discovered. near Ashland, Clay Co., Alabama. 
The tin is finely disseminated in gneiss rock. 
The ore is crushed and the metal extracted 
on the spot. 

Tellurium in Copper Ore—Some copper ore 
from Colorado, in which neither arsenic nor 
antimony were present, was purchased by & 
metallurgical firm, who were unable to refine 
it. When the copper was passed through the 
rollers, cracks showed themselves, which be- 
came larger the more the copper was rolled, 
until finally the cake of copper fell to pieces. 
When heated repeatedly the copper became 


which produced such a decided effect, was less 
than one-tenth of a per cent. 


eh 


‘nearly half a century now many of the best — 


covered with a white powder consisting of 
oxide of tellurium. The quantity of telluriam, | 
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the common poison-vine, swamp sumach, and 
other species of the genus Rhus, is now be- 
jieved to be due to a species of small vegetable 
organism, W hich has been named Micrococcus 
toricatus. They may be found in the interior 
tissues of the stem as well as upon the leaves. 
Transferred to the human skin they multiply 
rapidly in number and set up the inflamma- 
tion so well known. 

Another species attacks the destructive 
chinch-bug, 80 as in some seasons to sweep 


helping his young ones. This went on for 
some days, and at last be did not make bis 
appearance at all; bis wife and family came 
without him, and then we knew that he must 
be dead.” 

The reason that the wife and family did 
not enter the house is evident to all who know 
the habits of the red-breast. It is one of the 
most jealous of birds, and never will allow 
another bird to enter the place of which it 
has pleased him to consider himself the owner. 
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Effects of Bacteria.—The peculiar poison of|swallowed large lumps of butter himself while 


Father for their refinement and preparation 
for the joys of his kingdom, of which at sea- 
sons, He is pleased to grant “ large prelibation 
oft to saints below,” tendering their bearts, 
filling them with a sense of bis goodness, and 
causing them to overflow with love to others. 

It is very evident, that in the wise ordering 
of the Ruler of the universe, no great object 
can be accomplished in this state of existence 
without toil, and struggle and self-denial. 
These are often hard to endure, however they 





them away as with a pestilence. 

Investigations on Contagious Diseases.—The 
French Minister of Agriculture has placed 
50,000 francs at the disposal of Pasteur to 
continue his admirable investigations upon 
the contagious diseases of animals. 

Tame Red-breast.—To the lady who sent 
me this anecdote, I am indebted for several 
of my most interesting accounts of animal 
life. She does not wish her name to be men- 
tioned, but it is well known throughout the 
whole literary world. 

“In the years 1864 and 1865, a robin made 
itself at home in my dining room, always 
coming to the window and tapping to have it 
opened at breakfast time. When he came in 
he shared my oat-meal porridge with me, 
seating himself on the edge of the cup, and 

icking out such grains as caught his fancy. 
He then picked up crumbs of bread or toast, 
and, when he had satisfied himself, be sat on 
the back of my chair and sang, or sometimes 
betook himself to the top of a large screen. 
When he wished the window to be opened for 
him, he used to make a peculiar little noise, 
ulike any sound I ever heard from a bird— 
not loud, but very much like articulate lan- 
gua 



























may be sweetened by the hope of success, or 
by the consciousness of Divine approval in 
the efforts we are making. We cannot alter 
the Divine laws under which we live, and 
which are undoubtedly adapted to our mental 
and spiritual constitution. It would be wise 
therefore not to think too much upon the 
circumstances attending upon our passage 
through life, whether joyous or grievous, but 
to have our thoughts mainly directed to the 
accomplishment of the greut object of life ; 
which is, a preparation for admittance into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, through submission 
to the heart-changing power of God inwardly 
revealed. As to our temporal experiences, it 
In conversation, several years ago, with |is “not enjoyment and not sorrow” that we 
that wise elder, and estimable man, Alfred|should mainly regard, but whether we are so 
Cope, he mentioned that a young woman had| walking in the Light of Christ, that “each 
gone over the Bible, and made from it a col-/to-morrow finds us further than to-day,” on 
lection of texts, pointing out the peace, hap-/the road to the Heavenly Jerusalem. 
piness and joy which attend the steps of him 
who is living in the fear of the Lord. After} In “The Friend” of 3d mo. 17th, a poem 
examining the sweet promises and blessed entitled “ Home” has affixed to it the signa- 
hopes thus grouped together; and which, if ture “R.G. A.” It was probably taken from 
taken without reference to the unavoidable a book entitled “Gold and Frieze,” compiled 
conflicts and baptisms which are to be en-|by R. G. Alsop. We are requested to state, 
dured, might paint the Christian’s path as that “It was not written by her, but by an 
one of perpetual sun-shine and fair weather ;!author whose contributions appear in that 


There can be little doubt, but that he had 
previously forbidden his family to enter the 
house where he felt himéelf a privileged in- 
mate.—J. G. Wood. 





A Covetous Man.—O monster of a man! that 
can take up the cross for covetousness and 
not for Christ.— W. Penn. 
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“As you may fancy, he was a great favorite 
with every one in the house. If the day was 
very cold, he always seated himself on the 
edge of the fender as soon as he was let in, 
puffing out his feathers to receive the heat, 
and, when he found that he was warm enough, 
he came to his breakfast. 

“During the summer of 1864, he came oc- 
casionally to the window, but seldom came 
in, and then only for a moment, though he 


sacred volume, and select from it those pas- 
sages which speak of the trials, temptations 
and sore buffetings of which we must partake, 







He thought, that the two collections of texts' 
would enable her to form a more just concep-| 
tion of the real truth than she could obtain 
by dwelling exclusively on one of its aspects. 
She excused herself from following his sugges- 
ition, by saying that it was more agreeable to 















the winter of 1864-5, he again established | of life. 


himself in the house, on his own familiar} However pleasing may be the contempla- 
terms, and became even a greater pet than|tion of uninterrupted comfort and pleasure, it 
ever. He then began to prefer the butter-|is not the path marked out for us in this pre- 
cooler to the porridge-cup for bis breakfast,!sent world. The glorious hope set before us, 
but I never allowed him to take too much.|of eternal felicity to those who, by patient 
He almost lived in the house, sontetimes re-|continuance in well-doing, seek for glory and 
maining all night when the weather was bad./honor, so animated the apostle Paul, that he 

“When summer came round again, he ap-|counted all things but loss, so that he might 
peared one day at the window with his wife | win Christ; and though he knew that bonds 
and children, who sat on the ledge of the| and afflictions awaited him wherever he went, 
window while be entered and took food out) yet none of these things moved him, “neither,” 
tothem. It then came out that of late he had|said he, “count I my life dear unto myself, 
often been detected in carrying off food from|so that I may finish my course with joy.” 
the peacock’s bowl which I keptin the dining-|There have been thousands since his day, 
room ; this food he had, doubtless, carried to| who, through the power of Divine Grace, 
bis lady in her nest : the dining-room window, |have been made willing to lay aside every 
being mostly open in summer, gave him ac-| weight, and to ran with patient endurance 
cess to the bowl. the race set before them ; having their hearts 

“A sister-in-law of mine and her daughters /}so filled with the love of God, and the glori- 
tame to stay with me just then, and to see! ous prospect opened before them, as to will- 
the little red-breasts get their breakfast daily |ingly endure all the struggles and sufferings 
fom their papa was one of our morning’s| that they have to encounter. Many of these 
amusements. have felt a secret comfort in the soul-sustain- 
,, But, alas! one day, he came looking.very|ing assurance that the trials and baptisms 
ill, with his feathers puffed out, and looking which they were enduring, were part of 


wice his natural size. I observed that he the dispensations allotted by their Heavenly 




































Alfred Cope advised her again to take the| work under the signature of ‘ L.’” 





SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 
Unrvep States.—The receipts of the Post-office De- 


us_well as of the consolations of the Gospel.! partment for the fourth quarter of 1882 were $943,000 


more than during the preceding quarter of the same 


ear. 
: The total debt, less cash in the Treasury, on 4th mo. 
1st, was $1,891,966,271, and the decrease during 3d mo. 
$9,344,826. The amount of cash in the Treasury 4th 
mo. Ist, was $315,034,983. 

During last week the number of immigrants landed 


would sometimes follow me out of doors. In| her tastes to look at the joys than the sorrows|%* Castle Garden was 5568, against 13,598 correspond- 


ing week of 1882, a decrease of 8030. For the 3rd 
month the total was 28,091, against 40,691 in 1882, and 
since Ist mo. Ist, 49,652, against 68,685 for a like period 
in 1882. The explanation of the heavy falling off is 
that in the early monthsof last year the rates of passage 
on steamships and railroads were unusually low, and 
many then availed themselves of that advantage. 

It is reported from Santa Fe that Lieutenant Thomp- 
son, with a body of the Fourth Cavalry, is in pursuit of 
the Indians in New Mexico, and will follow the hostiles 
into Mexico, the recent treaty giving him the right to 
doso. A despatch from Tucson, Arizona, says that 
Captain Dougherty, who is scouting the country, has 
adie from Gen. Crook to take no Indian prisoners. 

A late despatch from Portland, Oregon, says the re- 
ports of Umatilla Indian hostilities are unfounded, and 
adds: “It is believed that the rumors of the movements 
of the Indians were circulated for the purpose of bring- 
ing on a commission, which would result in their re- 
moval and the throwing open of their reservation to 
land sharks.” 

The Senate of Delaware on the 29th ult., passed the 
Local Option bill favored by the State Temperance 
Alliance, but it is not expected to pass the House. A 
resolution to adjourn sine die on the 13th instant has 
passed both Houses. 

The Tennessee Legislature passed an act making ita 
felony to keep gambling houses in that State, or to rent 
buildings for gambling purposes. The penalty is im- 
prisonment for not less than one year, nor more than 
three years, in the penitentiary. 

A telegram from St. Louis says that a number of 
capitalists of that city and New York have formed a 
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company to build and operate an immense steel mill in 
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One hundred and fifty persons have left the Island 


Gunnison, Colorado. They have bought 2000 acres of] of Achill, County Mayo, on the west coast of Ireland, 


land at Crystal Butte, twenty miles from Gunnison, the| and sailed for America on the steamer Nestorian. They jin Bristol, Penna., NatHan D. Roserts, in 


track containing large and valuable deposits of iron and | were driven away from their homes by famine. 


anthracite coal. The iron is said to be equal to the best 


in Missouri, the coal superior to the best in Pennsyl-| destructive gale has visited that section. Three vessels| integrity of character and upright walk am 


Reports from the Scottish coast say that a terrific and 






~ Drep, on the 24th of 12th mo. 1882, at his 


ear of his age, a member of Fallsington : 
eeting. He was esteemed by all who knew him fo 


vania. The mill, when finished, is to employ several| have gone ashore in the vicinity of Aberdeen. There|He endured a protracted and suffering illness 


are no reports of loss of life as yet. Damage to pro-|great fortitude and Christian resignation. Hig 
A large number of capitalists at Buffalo, New York,| perty, however, is considerable. 


thousand hands. 
have petitioned the 


Common Council of that city to} Leon Say, cetine at Lyons, strongly advocated the 
grant the right of way to build a tunnel under Niagara| opening of fresh out 


river, the city to receive 25 per cent. of the profits of} would be of more advantage to France than protection. 


the tunnel when completed. 


The Wilmington Every Evening is informed by promi-| abroad, and even with those not now under the tri-|twenty years, almost entirely in the quiet vocledagl 


France should keep in close rapport with her offshoots 


nent fruit growers in the lower section of Delaware,| color. 


that the peach buds have not been damaged by the 


storm of last week. Had the season been more ad-|has arrived in that place. H acute suffering. But she was enabled to magnify Di 
j make it plain that the inland sea in the desert of Sa-|/Grace by a cheerful patience, instructive to Lon 10 
were privileged to be with her; for early in life her 


vanced, there might have been damage to the crop. 


Professor Sharpless, of Haverford College, says: “It! 


is possible that we may soon be able to add to the bright 
comets of the last two years yet another, which can be 
seen by the naked eye, A comet of medium brilliancy 
— in 1812, which was found to be moving in an 
elliptic orbit. A recent computation brings it back to 
us in the fall of 1884, but as a margin of two or three 


years on either side is permitted for uncertain data, we) 


may have it at any time.” 
he Public High School in Hartford, Connecticut, 
is to have a new equatorial telescope with an object 
glass nine and one-third inches in aperture. This will 
be one of the most powerful glasses in the country. 
The deaths in this city last week numbered 425, 
which was five more than during the previous week, 


and 14 less than during the corresponding period last’ 
Of the whole number, 211 were males, and 214! 


ear. 
ls 67 died of consumption ; 48 of pneumonia ; 22 
of old age; 20 of typhoid fever; 17 of convulsions; 14 
of diphtheria and 13 of croup. 

Markets, &c.—U. 8. 3's, 1044; 3}’s 104; 44’s, coupon 
and registered, 1133; 4’s, registered, 119%; coupon, 
120§ ; currency 6’s 129 to 132. 


Cotton.—There was very little movement, but prices} 
were unchanged. Sales of middlings are reported at| 


10} a 10} cts. per pound for uplands and New Orleans. 





have the comforting belief that bis end was 


ets for commerce, which, he said,| Woop, daughter of Horatio C. Wood, a member 
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, in the 50th year of her 


age. This dear Friend was called to more 


her chamber, in consequence of an aggravated spinal 
and 


Advices from Tozer, Tunis, say that Count de Lesseps disease; with frequent weeks of utter prost 


ace e says his explorations 
hara which he has been advocating is practicable, and 
that it can he accomplished by using one hundred exca- 
vating machines, equal in their aggregate capacity to 
the labor of a hundred thousand men. 

In many parts of Spain farming operations have 
made little or no progress since the expulsion of the 
Moors. The same sort of plow is used now as then, 
oxen tread out the corn after the ancient Oriental 
fashion, and women separate the chaff from the corn by 
tossing the grain up in the air during a breeze of wind. 

The craters of Mount Etna are again in a state of ac- 
tivity. The ramblings of the volcano are frequent, and 
signs of an earthquake are becoming more evident. 

A special despatch from Trebizond to the Daily News 
confirms the statement that the Russians are preparing 
to occupy Armenian territory. 

An exhibition of marine products and fishing imple- 
ments was opened in Tokio, Japan, on the Ist instant. 
“Fifteen thousand varieties of fish and other produc- 
tions from sea, lake and river’ were displayed. 

It is reported that extensive deposits of gold and 
silver have been discovered on the northern end of 
Vancouver's Island. 

Two steamers have arrived at St. Johns, Newfound- 
land, one with 16,000 old seals, the other with 27,000 
young ones. Eight steamers are already loaded at the 


Petroleum.—Standard white, 8} a 8} cts. for export, fisheries, and an unusually good season is expected. 


and 9} a 9} cts. per gallon for home use. 

Flour was in fair demand and prices were steady. 
Sales of 2200 barrels, including Minnesota extras, at 
$5.50 a $6.50; Pennsylvania family at $5; western do. 
at $5.50 a $6.25, and patents at $6.25. $8. Rye flour 
is steady at $3.75 per barrel. 

Grain.— W heat was unsettled and rather easier. Sales 
of 4200 bushels red, in car lots at $1.16 a $1.23. Rye 
is nominal. Corn is fairly active and firmer. 
12,000 bushels rejected and yellow, in car lots, at 61 a 
66 cts. Outs are quiet and barely steady. Sales of 9000 
bushels, in car lots, at 514 a 55 cts., the latter for No. 1. 

Hay and Straw Market, for week ending 3d mo. 
31st, 1883.— Loads of hay, 231; loads of straw, 40. 
Average price during the week—Prime timothy, 90 
cts. to $1.00 per 100 pounds ; mixed, 85 a 95 cts. ; straw, 
60 a 70 cts. 

Beef cattle were a fraction higher: 2400 head arrived 
and sold at the different yards at 53 a 7} cts. per lb., 
the latter rate for extra. 

Sheep were in demand and prices were a fraction 
higher: 9000 head arrived and sold at 4} a 7% cts., and 
lambs at 4 a 8cts. per ponnd, as to condition. 

Hogs were firmly held: 2800 head arrived and sold 
at the different yards at 10} a 114 cts. per pound, as to 
quality. ~ 

Foreicn.—A man named Dennis Deasy, a resident 
of Cork, was arrested in Liverpool on the 29th ult. He 
was carrying a box containing explosives. Another 
man named Patrick Flanagan, an Irish railway porter, 
was also arrested on the suspicion that he was an ac- 
complice. On the 3lst they were arraigned for trial. 
At Flanagan’s lodgings a variety of explosives were 
Gincsveiel, besides a revolver, false beard and other 
equipments for dynamite war and disguise. The most 
interesting evidence given during the examination was 
that of expert scientific witnesses, who testified that the 
explosive material in question was known as “ lignine 
dynamite,” an article that could not by any possibility 
be connected with commercial or business transactions, 
and which was not made for any legitimate purpose. 
Flanagan interrupted the proceedings with the pointed 

uestion, “It is material similar to what shook the 
ouse of Commons, is it not?’ The prisoners were 
remanded for a week. 

Judge Lawson has sentenced twelve of the members 
of the Armagh Assassination Society, who were recently 


convicted of conspiracy to murder, to terms of penal 
servitude, varying from five to ten years. 


Sales of 





The Annual Meeting of “ Temperance Association 
of Friends,” will be held on Fourth-day evening, 4th 
mo. 18th, at 8 P. M., at Meeting-house, 12th St. below 
Market. The attendance of Friends generally is re- 
spectfully invited. 

Tuomas ScatTreRGoopD, Chairman. 





FRIENDS’ FREEDMEN’S ASSOCIATION ‘OF 
PHILADELPHIA AND ITS VICINITY. 

The Annual Meeting of “The Contributors,” will be 
held in the Committee-room of Arch Street Meeting- 
house, on Second-day evening, 4th mo. 16th, 1883, at 
8 o'clock. 

Friends who are interested in the cause, and others, 
are invited to attend. 





The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Indian Aid 
Association of Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing, will be held in Arch Street Meeting-house, Phila- 
delphia, on Fifth-day, 4th month 19th, 1883, at 8 P. Mm. 

Friends generally are invited to attend. 

RicHarp Capsury, Clerk. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 


The SuMMER SeEssIon opens on THIRD-DAY, 5th mo. 
Ist, 1883. Parents and others who intend sending 

upils, are requested to make early application to 
Senasean @. Wisse Sup’t., Westtown P. O., Ches- 
ter Co., Pa.: or to CHARLES J. ALLEN, Treas’r, No. 304 
Arch St., Philadelphia. 








Arrangements have been made by which Friends 
attending the Yearly Meeting can be furnished with 
simple meals, both before and after the sittings of the 
meeting, at moderate charge (15 cents), in the second- 
story of the central part of the Arch St. Meeting-house. 
Meals will also be furnished for those attending the 
Meeting for Sufferings and Select Meeting, the pre- 
ceding week. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
Near Frankford, (Twenty third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. HALL, M.D. 
Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 

made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board 
of Managers. 





Saviour became precious to her through his 

and redeeming love. About seven months before 
decease, it was given her to understand that the gracious 
words “I am the Lord that healeth thee,” she 
cept in their literal meaning; that Ais time had come 
raise her up from the feebleness which had so 
pressed her; and after a season of deep baptism 

to but few, to make her willing to resign herself 

into his hand, his strength was made perfect in 
weakness, and in simple trust in Him she went forth 
from her chamber to take her place in the family r 
and was even enabled to walk and drive as she had 
done for twenty-one years—calling upon those who 
deeply sympathized with her, to “magnify the Lon 
with me, and let us exalt his name together,” “ who fon 
giveth all thine iniquities : who healeth all thy di 
who redeemeth thy life from destruction : who ero 
thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies,” 
again and again, “It is the Lord’s doings and 
lous in our eyes.” She spoke with tenderest 
of the renewal of the Holy Spirit which had be 
mercy granted her, and showed to those about her the 
fresh dedication of her humbled spirit—her ye 
“countenance bewraying her that she had been 
Jesus.” This anointing, however, was soon found 
be but a preparation for deeper trials; and in little 
than a month the sudden removal by death of her be 
loved mother, was a great shock to her feeble frame; 
and not long after a new form of disease man 
itself, which brought her, with intense bodily 

to the valley of the shadow of death ; but she wase 
abled to walk through that valley without fear, for het 
Lord was with her, and his rod and his staff comforted 
her; and her friends have the joy of believing that she 
is now fully “ satisfied in awaking in his likeness, 

——, at his residence in Pennsville, Lycoming Co, 

Pa., on the 11th of 2nd mo. 1883, Taomas MenDEN® 
HALL, in the 87th year of his age, a member of Muney 
Monthly Meeting. This dear Friend was warmly ah 
tached to the principles of our Society ; and his clear 
judgment, with an amiable, sympathising tem 
peculiarly qualified him to fill the station of 
which position he occupied, to the comfort and 
tion of his friends, nearly fifty years; and has been 
gathered, we reverently believe, to his heavenly im 
heritance, “in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh 
in his season.” 
, on the 27th of 2nd month, at her residence, 
near Camden, New Jersey, Lypra, widow of the late 
Benjamin W. Cooper; in the 78th year of her age@ 
member of Haddonfield Monthly Meeting of F 

——, on the lst of 3rd month, at her residence in 
Moorestown, N. J., JANE, wife of Amos Roberts a 
8lst year of her age, a member of Chester onthly 
Meeting, N. J. 

——, on the 11th of 8rd month, TruMAN COOPER, & 
member and elder of London Grove Monthly Meeting, 
Pa., in the 74th year of his age. 

, at Rahway, N.J., on the 14th of 3rd 

1883, StpNEY WILSON, wife of Joel Wilson, in the 
year of her age, a highly esteemed and consistent mem 
ber and overseer of Rahway Preparative and Rahway 
and Plainfield Monthly Meeting of Friends. It is be 
lieved that the following scripture is truly a 

to her: “Thou hast also given me the shield of thy sal 
vation, and thy right hand hath holden me u 
gentleness hath made me great ; thou hast en oy 
steps under me, that my feet did not slip.” 

, on the 17th of 3rd month, Susanna J., wifedl 
James P. Cooper, in the 66th year of her age, a mem 
ber of New Garden Monthly Meeting of Enea Pa. 

, on 23rd of 3rd month, at Harrisburg, 
Exizapetu D., wife of Thomas J. Edge, in the 49th 

ear of her age, a member of London Grove M 
Meeting of Friends. 


















——, on the 3rd of 2nd mo. 1883, Mary oie 
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